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The Pioneers  
Mary Sue Milliken and Susan Feniger, 
Southern California  

Border Grill, Ciudad  

Milliken, who got her start in the 1970s, 
and Feniger are witness to an 
encouraging increase in female 
restaurateurs in the last 10 years. 
"There's an understanding that women 
can not only run businesses well, but 
grow a company," says Feniger. They 
own what may be the only woman-
controlled Las Vegas hotel-restaurant--
Border Grill at Mandalay Bay. To stay 
profitable, they have cut staff and looked 
for unusual ingredients that cost less, 
such as lobster leg meat, which costs 
just $4 per pound. 
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